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The Brett Torino Foundation Ed-
ucation Services, a program of 
Nevada Childhood Cancer Foun-
dation, has developed a number 
of education services designed 
to meet the educational needs of 
every child diagnosed with a life-
threatening or chronic illness in 
Southern Nevada. The program 
provides a way for chronically-ill 
children to continue their educa-
tion while receiving treatment and 
return to school with equal oppor-
tunity and any necessary accom-
modations required by law to aid 
them in the pursuit of their suc-
cess in education and future goals.

Introduced in 2021, NVCCF’s 
LEARNING POD is a service of 
The Brett Torino Education Ser-
vices Program of Nevada Child-
hood Cancer Foundation.  In 
partnership with CCSD, this IN-
PERSON learning program is fa-
cilitated by Nicki Klein-Richter, 
MA, M.Ed., full-time and multi-
lingual NVCCF Education Super-
visor, who is a licensed teacher 
with CCSD along with 26 years of 
classroom experience.  The “pod” 
was created to support children 
who are in current treatment, ex-
periencing effects from treatment, 
immune compromised, and unable 
to return to in-person or hybrid 
learning due to their diagnosis.  
The LEARNING POD operates 
MON – THUR, 10 a.m. to 12 p.m.  
Participants must be registered cli-
ents of NVCCF and must confirm 
their participation with NVCCF’s 
instructor.  Please contact “Mrs. 
K” at 702.735.8434 or at nicki@

nvccf.org for more information 
on this and other support services.

Named after its donor, the programs 
and services include the Brett Tori-
no In-Patient Classroom, located at 
Sunrise Children’s Hospital, tutor-
ing, advocacy, transition services 
and more. Through these programs, 
licensed professional staff mem-
bers work to ensure that each child 
is given the opportunity and sup-
port to succeed in their education.

How the Nevada Childhood 
Cancer Foundation Helps:

- Provide direct and bedside in-
struction in The Brett Torino 
Foundation In-Patient Class-
room for students in-patient 
at Sunrise Children’s Hospital 
- Provide tutoring for school age 
critically ill children, their sib-
lings, and for children whose par-
ents are diagnosed with cancer 
- Offer tutoring at several loca-
tions throughout the Las Ve-
gas valley for students in need 
of supplementary instruction 
- Attend school meetings to pro-
vide teachers and administrative 
staff with the facts on diagno-
sis and treatment and ensure ac-
commodations and interventions 
are implemented and followed 
- Support students as they re-enter 
the school setting: performing a 
puppet show designed to educate 
peers and teachers on the facts of 
diagnosis and treatment, the im-
portance of embracing differenc-
es, and messages of anti-bullying

A Program of Nevada 
Childhood Cancer Foundation

The Caring Place, an adult services 
program of NVCCF, is dedicated 
to easing the journey of those adults 

diagnosed with cancer as well as their 
caregivers. An oasis away from medical 
facilities, The Caring Place Program 
provides no-cost programs and ser-
vices to support, educate and empow-
er those who have or have had can-
cer as well as their direct caregivers.

Services are intended to assist in 
healing mind, body, and soul and 
are not a replacement for medical 
care. We are committed to improv-
ing your quality of life and help-
ing you experience joy and peace.

Go to: nvccf.org for more

Social Security  (from page 4)

o Get your benefit verification 
   letter.
o Check your information and 
   benefit amount.
o Change your address and tele-
   phone number.
o Start or change your direct 
   deposit.
o Get a replacement SSA-1099 or 
   SSA-1042S for tax season.
o Report your wages if you work 
   and receive disability benefits or 
   SSI.

Create a personal my Social Secu-
rity account today at www.ssa.gov/
myaccount to take advantage of 
these easy-to-use features.  Also, 
please share our online services 
page with family and friends who 
need this important information.

SOCIAL SECURITY HONORS 
OUR MILITARY HEROES

On Memorial Day, our nation hon-
ors military service members who 
have given their lives for our coun-
try.  Families, friends, and com-
munities pause to remember the 
many great sacrifices of our mili-
tary and ensure their legacy lives 
on in the freedoms we all enjoy.  
We recognize these heroes who, 
in President Lincoln’s words, “gave 
the last full measure of devotion.”  

The benefits we provide can help 
the families of deceased military 
service members.  For example, 
surviving spouses and their depen-
dent children may be eligible for 
Social Security survivors benefits.  
You can learn more about those 
benefits at www.ssa.gov/survivors.  

We also offer support to our 
wounded warriors.  Social Secu-

rity benefits protect veterans when 
an injury prevents them from 
returning to active duty or per-
forming other work.  Wounded 
military service members can re-
ceive expedited processing of their 
Social Security disability claims.  

Are you a veteran with a 100% 
Permanent & Total compensation 
rating from the U.S. Department 
of Veterans Affairs?  We will ex-
pedite your disability claim.  Both 
the Department of Veteran Affairs 
and the Social Security Adminis-
tration have disability programs.  
You may qualify for disability ben-
efits under one program but not 
the other, or you may qualify for 
both.  Depending on your situa-
tion, some of your family mem-
bers, including your dependent 
children or spouse, may be eligible 
to receive Social Security benefits.  
Want more information?  Visit 
www.ssa.gov/people/veterans 
for answers to commonly asked 
questions or to find information 
about the application process. 

Thinking about retirement?  Mili-
tary service members can receive 
Social Security benefits in addi-
tion to their military retirement 
benefits.  For details, visit our 
webpage, You Can Get Both Mili-
tary Retirement and Social Se-
curity Benefits, at www.ssa.gov/
planners/retire/veterans.html.

Please share this information 
with the military families in 
your community.  To the veter-
ans who bravely served and died 
for our country, and to the mili-
tary service members who serve 
today, we honor and thank you.


